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A	 Getting started for teachers

1. Introduction

This Getting Started guide will give you an overview of the International GCSE in Arabic 
(First Language) qualification and what it means for you and your students. This guidance 
is intended to help you plan the course in outline and give you further insight into the 
principles behind the content to help you and your students succeed.

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Arabic (First Language) (9-1) is part of a suite of 
International GCSE qualifications and supports International students’ progression to study 
Arabic through a broad range of engaging content. 

The specification and Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) have been developed in 
consultation with the International school subject community – subject associations, 
academics and advisors and teachers.  Drawing on feedback at every stage, this Pearson 
Edexcel specification has been developed to be an engaging and inspirational course of 
study that will enable your students to manipulate and use Arabic as a first language 
effectively, accurately, independently and creatively, so that they have a solid basis from 
which to meet university course demands.

Key principles
The specification has been developed with the following key principles:

Clear specification

Clear guidance on what students need to learn, providing clarity for planning, teaching  
and assessment. 

Progression, not repetition 

The specification allows the development of understanding while at the same time avoiding 
repetition, ensuring students are engaged and thereby inspired to develop their knowledge. 
We designed the International GCSE to extend students’ knowledge by broadening and 
deepening skills. For example, students will:

•	 read and respond to material from a variety of sources

•	 make comparisons between texts and analyse the ways in which writers achieve  
their effects

•	 construct and convey meaning in written language, matching style to audience and purpose. 

Reflect today’s world

Broad range of content which is appealing to International students- content has been 
selected to ensure that the qualification is inclusive and appealing for all International 
students. 
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Culturally relevant and engaging texts-we have ensured that our texts are culturally 
relevant, engaging and suitable for International students, and that they will encourage 
students to develop skills of analysis and synoptic thinking.

Clear assessments – clear question papers

We apply clear and consistent use of command words and rubrics across assessments and 
between series.  Our approach to assessments, definitions for the command words and 
details of how the command words are explained can be found in the taxonomy table.

Our question papers are clear and accessible for students of all ability ranges. 

Clear mark schemes 

The new mark schemes provide a consistent understanding of the skills, and connections 
between these skills, required for each question type. Clear wording reflects how teachers 
and examiners describe the qualities of student work, so the expectations are clear for 
teachers and markers. Our mark schemes are straightforward so that the assessment 
requirements are clear.

Skills for progression – Successful progression to level 3 studying and beyond

The variety of content that will be found in the examination allows the student to 
demonstrate knowledge as well as its application, which are required elements for further 
study or progression into employment. International GCSE qualifications enable successful 
progression to Level 3 study and beyond. Through our world-class qualification development 
process, we have consulted with International A Level and GCE A Level teachers and university 
teachers to validate the appropriateness of this qualification, including content, skills and 
assessment structure. The grammar skills needed to complete the discrete grammar section 
successfully will help students meet university course demands.

Support for delivering the new specification

Our package of support to help you plan and implement the new specification includes:

This Getting Started Guide provides an overview of the new International GCSE 
specification, to help you get to grips with the content and assessment, and to help you 
understand what these mean for you and your students. 

We will also provide the following support:

•	 Planning: In addition to this guide, we will provide you with N editable scheme of 
work, which you can adapt to suit your timetable and model of delivery

•	 ResultsPlus, Understanding the standard: ResultsPlus provides the most detailed 
analysis available of your students’ exam performance. It can help you identify the topics 
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and skills where further learning would benefit your students. Once the first examination 
has been sat in 2019, we will provide you with reports on example student work with 
examiner commentaries

•	 Tracking learner progress: specimen papers to support formative assessments and 
mock exams

•	 Get help and support- Our subject advisor service will ensure that you receive help 
and guidance from us. You can sign up to receive the Edexcel languages e-updates for 
qualification updates and product and service news. You can email our subject advisor at: 
teachinglanguages@pearson.com
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2. About this qualification.

2.1. What has changed?

What are the changes to the International GCSE qualification?

International GCSE specification in Arabic is changing to International GCSE in Arabic (First 
Language) for first assessment June 2019 and first certification August 2019.

•	 The new 9–1 grading scale will replace the current A*–G grading scale.

•	 The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Arabic (First Language) consists of two 
externally-examined papers: 

°° Paper 1, 4AA1/01: Reading, Summary and Grammar, 60% of the qualification 

°° Paper 2, 4AA1/02: Writing, 40% of the qualification

•	 There is no component like the legacy specification AO2 component: understand 
contemporary written texts in English and translate them into Modern Arabic.

•	 There are ten topic areas tested across both papers.

•	 New test types, in addition to extended writing responses, testing summary, 
comprehension and grammar skills.

•	 New assessment objectives

AO1 
(44%)

(i)	� Read and understand a range of texts, selecting and interpreting 
information, ideas and opinions.

(ii)	 Understand how the writer uses techniques to create effect.

(iii)	 Compare and contrast information.

(iv)	 Summarise information.
AO2 
(40%)

(i)	� Communicate in writing effectively and imaginatively in different 
forms for particular audiences and purposes.

(ii)	 Organise writing into clear and coherent sentences and whole texts.

(iii)	 Use accurate spelling.
AO3 
16%)

(i)	� Show understanding and correct application of the morphology of 
nouns, adjectives, pronouns and verbs.

(ii)	� Show understanding and correct application of the syntax relating to 
the verb and verb phrase, the noun and noun phrase.

(iii)	� Show understanding and correct application of main and subordinate 
clauses.

(Iv)	 Demonstrate the ability to analyse linguistic structures.(parsing)
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2.2. Content and assessment overview

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Arabic (First Language) consists of two 
externally-examined papers. 

Paper 1: Reading, Summary and Grammar Paper code: 4AA1/01
Externally assessed 

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes

Availability: January and June 

75 marks

60% of the qualification

Content Overview: This paper assesses reading and 
grammar skills across a selection of the following topic 
areas:

A.	 Youth matters

B.	 Education

C.	 Media

D.	 Culture

E.	 Sport and leisure

F.	 Travel and tourism

G.	 Business, work and employment

H.	 Environment

I.	 Health

J.	 Technology.
Assessment Overview: 

Part One: Reading – Short and extended-response questions 
on two texts. (49 marks) 

Part Two: Summary – Summary of the main points of a third 
text. (6 marks)

Part Three: Grammar – Four questions on a range of aspects 
of grammar in context. (20 marks)
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Paper 2: Writing Paper code: 4AA1/02
Externally assessed 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

Availability: January and June 

50 marks

40% of the qualification

Content Overview: This paper assesses writing skills 
across a selection of the following topic areas:

A.	 Youth matters
B.	 Education
C.	 Media
D.	 Culture
E.	 Sport and leisure
F.	 Travel and tourism
G.	 Business, work and employment
H.	 Environment
I.	 Health
J.	 Technology.
Assessment Overview: 

Two extended-response writing tasks.  (25 marks for each task)

Recommended time for each task: 45 minutes
 

 
2.3. Content description: Paper 1

Part 1: Reading

Students are required to convey their understanding of written Arabic through a series of 
reading tasks. In Part One, students read two engaging texts in the extract booklet and 
then answer four questions on each text. They then compare the two texts. 

Students must be able to demonstrate the following skills: 

•	 Read and respond to material from a variety of sources.
•	 Scan for specific information.
•	 Interpret and infer explicit and implicit meaning, including writers’ thoughts, feelings 

and ideas.
•	 Understand and analyse how writers create effect.
•	 Select and use relevant evidence from the text to support their answer.
•	 Make comparisons between texts.

Part 2: Summary

In Part Two, students are required to demonstrate their ability to summarise a short text by 
writing the main points clearly. 
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Part 3: Grammar

In Part Three, students are required to demonstrate their understanding of grammatical 
usage in a series of exercises. Students are asked to demonstrate the following skills:

•	 Develop awareness of the rules of grammar in order to understand relationships 
between parts of speech in a text and demonstrate understanding of its content.

•	 Apply the conventions of grammar in order to produce and manipulate pertinent and 
accurate content.

•	 Explain the linguistic structures.
•	 Decline nouns,adjectives and conjugate verbs.
•	 Reform sentences to produce the same meaning.
•	 Recognize the basic forms of words and manipulate them to fit into sentences accurately.

2.4. Content description: Paper 2

1. Writing

Students are required to convey their understanding of Arabic through two pieces of 
continuous writing. Students are advised to write approximately 300 words for each title. 
The number of words is approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or 
fewer words than recommended in the word count.  Students must choose two titles from a 
choice of three. 

The three titles will include the following purposes: to argue, to narrate, to describe, to 
persuade, to inform, to explain. 

The forms of writing could include: a discursive essay, a narrative, a description, a letter, an 
article, an email, a speech or an information leaflet.

All work produced by the student will be marked. 

Students must be able to demonstrate the following skills:

•	 Communicate meaning effectively in written language in a variety of forms, genres and styles.
•	 Focus writing on a particular purpose and audience.
•	 Write imaginatively, using a variety of techniques.
•	 Use a wide range of suitable vocabulary.
•	 Use accurate spelling.
•	 Employ a variety of sentence structures for effect.
•	 Structure their work effectively.
•	 Use complex structures.
•	 Use the rules of grammar to create effect, variety and interest.
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3. Topic guidance, suggested activities and resources

Teachers should refer to the editable schemes of work available on our website for support 
with how to approach the content.  These schemes of work feature ideas for lesson plans, 
exemplar activities, ideas for extended writing tasks and a list of useful resources and web 
links, that treat the concepts and the information which are cognate to the topic areas in a 
variety of approached and to varying degrees of depth and length.   

Ideas regarding sub-topics while covering the prescribed 10 topics are listed below. These are 
by no means exhaustive or prescriptive:

A. Youth matters

Relationships with family, relationships with friends, identity issues and teenage problems, 
entertainment, music, fashion, social networks, peer pressure

B. Education

The role of education, challenges of today’s educational system, models of educational 
systems, ideas for improvement, work vs education, new curricula for the new age, 
education and technology, educational and career guidance

C. Media

Synchronous (radio, TV) and asynchronous (blogs, newspapers, magazines) media; their role in 
the dissemination of information in education and in our everyday life; the role of technology 
in today’s media, education and social networking; impact on society and behaviour

D. Culture

Youth culture: music, fashion and lifestyle; forms of entertainment; comparisons between 
older and newer form of entertainment; popular culture versus highbrow culture; culture in 
education; world cultures; multiculturalism, diversity and International understanding

E.  Sport and leisure

Sport, fitness and health; sportsmanship and competition; men and women in sport; the 
professionalization of sport; sport and corporate sponsorship; leisure, free time and  
modern lifestyle

F. Travel and tourism

The benefits of travel; how ideas about travel have changed over the years; new types of 
tourism; travel, tourism and the environment; tourism and its impact on local communities; 
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G. Business, work and employment

Types of jobs, equality in the work place, economic issues, progress and crises, business 
and technology, children in the workplace, ethical trade, part time work, unemployment, 
internships

H. Environment

Environmental issues, saving the environment, government vs individual roles, weather 
and climate, International agreements about the environment, types of environmental 
organisations, alternative forms of energy

I. Health

Healthy eating; the benefits of exercising; the challenges of staying healthy vis a vis a 
modern lifestyle; accidents, injuries, common ailments; world epidemics; mental and 
psychological health; health care systems

J. Technology

Technological advancement, pros and cons, new technologies and social interactions, 
technology and the environment, technology and education, technology and war, 
technology and privacy, technology and the world of work, technology and quality of life.

Suggested activities
Select source texts for reading comprehension, comparison and critical response that 
exemplify relevant content, ideas and issues drawn from the domain. Draw students’ 
attention to the linguistic structures and range of vocabulary employed in these materials 
and engage in comparisons that illustrate how different writers create effect, inform, 
interest and convince. Draw up lists of useful phrases and vocabulary that occur frequently 
when reading or writing about the topic.

Draw students’ attention to the cultural, historical and social context of the material.  
Establish connections to students’ interests and themes or facts related to the topics under 
discussion.

Encourage accurate and appropriate use of language but also the expression of viewpoint and 
the development of informed argument.  Classroom practice may include the following:

•	 You may introduce the topic by engaging the students in interactive tasks, e.g. an oral 
question and answer activity in response to a film clip, image or short text appropriate to 
his topic. 

•	 Transition to longer texts and ask students to participate in reading and responding 
activities, mainly in writing in class but also as homework. Make sure that exemplar 
activities are modeled on the SAMs and that students are familiar with rubrics and 
command words.
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•	  Devise tasks that elicit a variety of content that shows comprehension: specific detail, 
inference, understanding of processes, problem solving and opinion. 

•	 Encourage students to collaborate in group and pair projects and familiarise themselves 
with the assessment criteria by carrying out self-assessment or peer-review tasks. 

•	 Encourage students to carry out research to familiarise themselves with a topic, prior to 
it being introduced in class.

Suggested resources
Web-based resources, text-based materials, online dictionaries, Arabic language portals, 
films, advertisements, TV. For a list of useful links, refer to the Resources section at the end 
of this guide.
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4. Assessment guidance

4.1. Papers 1 and 2

Paper 1:

Paper 1 assesses 60% of the total Arabic (First Language) qualification through reading, 
summary and grammar. 

Part One: Reading

•	 Students are advised to allocate approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes to Part One.

•	 There will be short- and long-answer questions related to two text extracts.

•	 Students will answer all questions in this section.

•	 Total of 49 marks for this section.

•	 Questions will test the following assessment objective:

AO1

− �Read and understand a range of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and 
opinions. 

− Understand how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 

− Compare and contrast information.

Extended response questions

Candidates are asked to provide extended responses to questions 4 and 8 and write a 
comparison of the two texts in the extracts booklet in response to question 9. 

Questions 4 and 8 invite candidates to identify and explain how the writers of the texts 
use structural techniques (linguistic or structural) to create effect. These questions may start 
with ‘Explain how the writer presents…’. They then require that the students ‘use evidence 
from the text to support their answer.’  Structural and linguistic techniques include cohesive 
devices such as transitional phrases, linking words and subordinate clauses, paragraphing, 
use of connectives, repetition, alliteration, extended metaphor, personification, simile, 
oxymoron etc. 

Questions 4 and 8 carry 10 marks each and each answer is marked according to specific 
criteria.  A good response must offer a perceptive and analytical explanation of how the 
writer uses linguistic and structural techniques to create effect and must be accompanied by 
evidence from the text that fully supports the point being made. The indicative responses 
in the SAMs illustrate the characteristics of a good response that could gain marks from the 
top band of the response mark grid.
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Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 4

 ةيمهأ ىلع ديكأتلل ةيوغللا بيكارتلا و تارابعلا بتاكلا مدختسا فيك حرشا
                                                                                               .صنلا نم تارابعب كلذ حضو،ايجولونكتلا

Mark scheme indicative content:         

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 8
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Mark scheme indicative content:

For Questions 4 and 8, students’ work is marked using the assessment criteria given in the 
grid below.

10

8
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The writer’s craft mark grid

In question 9 candidates are required to compare the two texts in the extracts booklet 
in part one.  The question will ask students to compare. The questions may start with 
‘Compare how the writers…’ or ‘Compare the writers’…’. For example, ‘Compare the ways 
in which the two texts treat the theme of food waste.’ 

Then they invite candidates to ‘Use evidence from the two texts to support your answer.’  

One type of response to this question could be structured by writing about the first 
point – for example, the first writer’s positive impressions – in the first half and then use a 
connective and, in the second half, write about the second point – for example the second 
writer’s negative impressions. 

A more sophisticated answer would compare them point by point throughout. 

A good response provides a balanced account of the similarities and differences between the 
two texts, supported by apt analysis and appropriate evidence. 

The indicative responses in the SAMs illustrate the characteristics of a good response that 
could gain marks from the top band of the response mark grid.
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Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 9

Mark scheme indicative content:
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For Question 9, students’ work is marked using the assessment criteria given in the grid below.

The comparative response mark grid

Part Two: Summary
The text to be summarised in this question may be between 340-360 words and requires 
a summary of 100-150 words.  The text may be taken from any source – journalistic prose 
or fiction – but it will contain clearly identifiable main points. It is expected that writers 
will write four main points and be marked on their understanding of the text and on their 
ability to write clearly.

•	 Students are advised to allocate approximately 30 minutes to Part Two.

•	 There will be a 6-mark summary question.

•	 Students will answer the one question in this section.

•	 Total of 6 marks for this section.

•	 Questions will test the following assessment objective:
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AO1

− Summarise information.

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 10

Mark scheme.  
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 Part Three: Grammar

This section includes four 5-mark questions, each assessing different grammar skills. In 
exercises 11,12,13 and 14 students are required to demonstrate their understanding of 
grammatical usage in a series of exercises. In particular, they are required to 

•	 show their awareness of the rules of grammar, in order to understand relationships 
between parts of speech in a text

•	 demonstrate understanding of its content 

•	 and apply the conventions of grammar in order to produce and manipulate content 
pertinently and accurately.  

•	 Recognise and analyse grammatical features within contexts.

In question 11 students read a 50-70 words text ,from the texts in the extracts booklet.
students then find 5words with specific grammatical features.

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 11(a)

:يلي ام صنلا نم جرختسا

.لوهجملل اينبم العف

Question 11(a) mark scheme suggested answer:

In question 12 students read 5 sentences with gaps and use the words given in the 
brackets opposite to each sentence.they may manipulate and transform these words 
accordingly.In the SAMs you will find the following example:

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 12(a)

                                                .غارفلا ألما مث ةملكلا يف مزلي ام ريغ و نيسوق نيب يتلا مدختسا

                                                                      .(عبر) الإ ةرشع ةثلاثلا ةعاسلا رابتخالا ىهتنا

                

Question 12(a) mark scheme suggested answer:

In question 13 there are two parts. In the first part students read a text of about 30-50 
words, then they choose one of three parsing descriptions and grammatical analysis options 
(each worth one mark). There are 3 words to find from the given options (each word worth 
1mark). In the second part students grammatically analyse and give the parsing of two 
underlined words in the text- these are worth 1 mark for each word. In the SAMs you will 
find the following example:



	 A	 Getting started for teachers

20 Getting Started – Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Arabic (First Language) (9–1) 
© Pearson Education Limited 2017 

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 13(a)

     .… تاقباسملا هذه ىظحت ثيح…………ىلع ( مدقلا) ةركل تاقباسم دقعت و                     

.                                                                          .نيسوق نيب يتلا تاملكلل بسانملا بارعإلا رتخا

.                                                                                                .طخ اهتحت يتلا تاملكلا برعأ

Question 13(a) mark scheme suggested answer:

In question 14 students read sentences that have been chosen. Students then transform 
and recast the sentence using the word in brackets.  For example, in the SAMs you will find 
the following example: 

The librarian is in charge of registering the borrowed books. (Expected)

Students will need to take the sentence and transform it so that they use the words in 
brackets. One suggested answer is ‘the librarian is expected to register the borrowed books.‘

Each sentence in question 14 will have a prompt (in brackets) which must be used as 
cited. Students cannot change/adapt the prompt. Transformation exercises are a common 
feature in language testing as they invite learners to consciously manipulate language 
patterns, demonstrating their awareness of structures.  Transformation exercises can focus 
on manipulating structures and/or producing new vocabulary that alters the syntax of the 
sentence. What is important is that the prompt must be used as is.

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 14(a)

Question 14(a) mark scheme suggested answer:

In addition:

•	 Students are advised to allocate approximately 30 minutes to Part Three.

•	 There will be four 5-mark questions, each assessing different grammar skills.

•	 Students will answer all questions in this section.

•	 Total of 20 marks for this section.

•	 Questions will test the following assessment objective.
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AO3
− �Show understanding and correct application of the morphology of nouns, adjectives, 

pronouns and verbs. 
− �Show understanding and correct application of the syntax relating to the verb and verb 

phrase, the noun and noun phrase.

Paper 2: Writing
Paper 2 assesses 40% of the total Greek (First Language) qualification through two writing 
tasks. In this paper students are required to convey their understanding of Greek through 
two pieces of continuous writing.

•	 Students are advised to allocate approximately 45 minutes to each writing question.
•	 Students will answer two 25-mark questions out of a choice of three questions in  

this section.
•	 Total of 50 marks for this section.
•	 Questions will test the following assessment objective.
AO2
− �Communicate in writing effectively and imaginatively, in different forms for particular 

audiences and purposes. 
− Organise writing into clear and coherent sentences and whole texts. 
− Use accurate spelling. 

The three titles will include the following purposes: to argue, to narrate, to describe, to 
persuade, to inform, to explain.  The forms of writing could include a discursive essay, a 
narrative, a description, a letter, an article, an email, a speech or an information leaflet.   
Irrespective of language skills, a response cannot be deemed satisfactory if it fails to 
show a clear focus on the purpose and appropriacy with regard to the intended audience. 
For a candidate to gain marks in this paper, evidence of accuracy of language must be 
accompanied by good organization of the main thesis/ideas, relevance to the task and focus 
on the purpose and intended reader(s).

Example from the Sample Assessment Materials, Question 1
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Questions 1, 2, 3 Mark Scheme

For these questions, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in 
the following two mark grids:

•	 Communication and content

•	 Application and accuracy of language

The grids will be applied twice, once for each piece of writing individually.

Communication and content mark grid material. 

Question 1 indicative content
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Application and accuracy of language



	 A	 Getting started for teachers

24 Getting Started – Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Arabic (First Language) (9–1) 
© Pearson Education Limited 2017 

4.2. Command word taxonomy
The table below lists the command words that are used in questions in Papers 1 and 2.
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Command words will be consistent in every paper. For example, every question 1 will use 
the command word Να ορίσετε, as shown in the first row of the table. 

It is clear from the table above that every question and command word targets one 
particular assessment objective.  The command words elicit the response required from the 
candidate to meet the requirements for each Assessment Objective and the relevant mark 
grid. For example, question 1 is marked using a points based mark scheme and only one 
piece of information is required from the text for one mark.  Therefore, the command word 
‘Identify’ is used.  

For more open questions that are marked using a levels based mark schemes, command 
words that elicit a more comprehensive explanation – for example ‘Explain’ – are used.  The 
command words also reflect the paper and part of the paper. For example, ‘Summarise’ 
is used in Part Two of Paper 1, the summary section. In Paper 2, the command words 
reflect the six styles (purposes) of the candidate’s written responses so they can meet the 
requirements of the Communication and content mark grid.
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5. Planning and Delivery

The International GCSE course in Arabic (First Language) is linear and 100% externally 
assessed.  This specification has been designed so that the content is clear and that it is 
manageable for centres to deliver within the guided 120 learning hours over a two-year 
period. Structured across 10 themes, our flexible programme of study allows time for 
a focused revision period at the end of the course. There is a range of possible ways of 
planning the delivery of the specification and centres will need to decide on a delivery 
model that suits their teaching methods, school timetables and students. The time allocated 
to each of the elements of the specification may reflect the weighting of that element. 
Skills do not have an equal weighting, as they have the following weightings: AO1 44%, 
AO2 40% and AO3 16%. In this respect, teacher may decide to allocate more time to tasks 
reflecting AO1 and AO2 and less time on tasks reflecting AO3. 

There will be equal weighting between the topics in the assessment. To prepare students 
adequately for this assessment, teachers should present and exploit a range of vocabulary 
relevant to each topic and ensure that there is adequate coverage of the linguistic structures 
listed in Appendix 5 of the specification.

6. Course planner

There is an editable scheme of work that accompanies this guide. In the scheme of work, 
teachers will find suggested approaches that teachers and centres may wish to adapt to 
suit their particular context and schedules. The scheme of work provides guidance which 
includes a list of resources and lesson suggestions. 

The accompanying SoW is based on 6 terms of 10 weeks each and of two lessons per week.  
International GCSEs have 120 guided learning hours and time spent on in-class revision 
is included in this total. This is one possible model of delivery and includes considerable 
revision time (ten weeks). It is configured on the understanding that some topic areas are 
cognate and may overlap. The first few lesson ideas in the scheme of work are somewhat 
lengthier than the ones that follow, as they establish a pattern, which is to be emulated in 
the lesson ideas that come later.

The scheme of work is broken down as follows in this course planner. Please refer to the 
scheme of work for more details.
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Two year course planner

Term Weeks Theme Topic areas covered Guided 
Learning Hours

1 1-5 Topic Area A – Youth Matters

Potential cross-referencing to topic 
areas on:

Education, Culture, Environment

Relationships, family 

Relationships with friends

Identity issues and teenage problems

10

1 6-10 Topic Area B – 

Education

The role of education and challenges of 
today’s educational system

Educational models

10

2 1-5 Topic Area C – Media 

Potential cross-referencing to topic 
areas on:

Technology, Youth matters

Synchronous (radio, TV) and 
asynchronous (blogs, newspapers,  
magazines)  media and their role in the 
dissemination of information, in education 
and in our everyday life

The role of technology in today’s media, 
education and social networking

10

2 6-10 Topic Areas D – Culture 

Potential cross-referencing to topic 
areas on: Youth matters, Education.

Youth culture: music, fashion and lifestyle 

(cognate topic area: topic area A: Youth 
matters, topic Area B: Education, topic 
area E: Sport and Leisure)

Forms of entertainment: then and now

Popular culture versus highbrow culture 

Culture in Education 

World cultures

10

3 1-5 Topic Area E – Sport and Leisure 

Potential cross-referencing to topic 
areas on:

Health, Youth Matters, Education, 
travel and tourism.

Sport, Fitness and health

Sportsmanship and competition

Men and women in sport

Leisure, free time and modern lifestyle

10

3 6-10 Topic Area F – 

Travel and Tourism

Potential cross-referencing to topic 
areas on:

Culture, Leisure, Environment.

The benefits of travel

How travel has changed/new types of 
tourism

Travel, tourism and the environment

Tourism and its impact on local 
communities

10

4 1-5 Topic Area G – Business, work and 
employment

Types of jobs

Equality in the work place

Economic issues: progress and crises

Business and technology

Children in the workplace

Part time work

10
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Term Weeks Theme Topic areas covered Guided 
Learning Hours

4 6-10 Topic Area H- Environment Environmental issues

Saving the environment

Government vs 

Individual roles

Weather and climate

10

5 1-5 Topic Area I- 

Health

The challenges of staying healthy vis a vis 
a modern lifestyle

Accidents, injuries, common ailments

Healthy eating

10

5 6-10 Topic Area J-Technology

Potential cross-referencing to topic 
areas on:

Media, Business and employment, 
Environment.

Technological advancement

Pros and cons

New technologies and social interactions

Technology and the environment

10

6 1-10 All topics – examination skills – all 
assessment objectives

Revision term before final examination 20
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7. Suggested Resources 

1.	 A Student Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic (2005) Eckehard Schulz, Cambridge 
University Press

2.	 Al Jazeera Learning Arabic Website. Learning.aljizeera.net/arabic 

3.	 Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-‘Arabiyya: A Textbook for Arabic Part Three- useful book with 
grammar concepts and a collection of comprehension texts for reading (2007) Kristen 
Brustad, Mahmoud Al- Batal and Abbas Al- Tons, Georgetown University Press

4.	 Complete works of Zakaria Tamer (1994) Zakaria Tamer, Riyadh Al Rayess Publications, 
London 

5.	 KuTub An online resource for book in Arabic by famous writers www.kutubpdf.net

The following electronic resources provide abundant material relevant to the 10 topics 
(including source texts, exemplar activities and essays).

i.	 www.youm7.com 

ii.	 www.akhbaralama.net

iii.	 www.youngarabvoices.org/arab

iv.	 www.alesco.org 

v.	 https://www.bee2ah.com 

vi.	 www.sayadaty.net  

The following indicative list of online newspapers and journals may often publish material 
relevant to all the topics of this specification.

i.	 Anbaonline 

ii.	 An baa.org.arabic,arabpress 

iii.	 Neelwafurat.com 

iv.	 Nwf.com 

v.	 neelwafurat.com 

vi.	 Ajeal.net 

vii.	 Arageek.com 
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